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APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT) BILL AND APPROPRIATION BILL:  
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Ms NOLAN (Ipswich—ALP) (11.41 am): Being the chair of Estimates Committee A is not the easiest
gig in the world. It is a bit like refereeing a first-grade Rugby League game in that you know you have had
a good game if no-one notices that you were even there. You have done badly if you end up with a couple
of players sent off and some bloody noses and the thing descending into a brawl and into complete farce.
If you do a good job as the chair of Estimates Committee A, the day progresses smoothly, it is civil and it is
constructive. Everybody gets on and the information flows freely, just like the game. There are not too
many penalties and the game flows freely before you. As the chair of Estimates Committee A, I took on the
task to which I was appointed by the parliament with a degree of trepidation, realising that for me there
were simply no wins to be had. If I did a good job no-one would know; if I did badly there would be a brawl
on the field and it would be all my fault.

I felt in that sense a little bit like Barry Gomersall when he was refereeing the Rugby League game
in that while he fronted up to the game and he tried to appear impartial the Maroons supporters knew he
wore his heart on his sleeve and knew deep down in his heart just where his sympathies lay. I think that is
a bit like chairing an estimates committee. You try to do a good job and you try to be impartial, but it is not
really any secret where your sympathies really lay. So I turned up on the day with a degree of trepidation,
hoping that I would not do a bad job and it did not therefore become about me. When I got here on that day
I read the Courier-Mail. Members can imagine my surprise when the front page of the Courier-Mail on the
day of Estimates Committee A—Tuesday, 10 July—was headlined ‘Secret plot to oust Flegg’. I thought
about how surprised Barry Gomersall would have been if he had turned up to referee the game and it
turned out the Blues had been brawling with one another—that Mark Geyer was belting into Paul Harrigan
before the game had even started.

The softening-up period is usually one side against the other. It is not usually one lot of forwards
punching the other before the game even starts. But it turned out in Estimates Committee A that this is how
it was—that the captain and the vice-captain of the other side were going to belt each other up before the
game even began. I thought, ‘That’s a bit strange.’ This is what the Courier-Mail said—
The troubled state Coalition faces a bitter showdown as Nationals leader Jeff Seeney leads a charge to ditch Liberal leader Bruce
Flegg.

I thought, ‘Hang on! This isn’t really about me at all! I’ve been sidelined before the game’s begun.’ The
article continued—
Mr Seeney has been warned by his own executive that the Coalition faces being dissolved if Dr Flegg remains leader.
The ultimatum has come from the Nationals executive, sparking Mr Seeney to secretly ring Liberal MPs to warn them of Dr Flegg’s
‘intolerable’ position and his negative impact on the upcoming federal election.

The story went on to say—
Dr FLEGG: I rise to a point of order. Mr Deputy Speaker, could I ask for your ruling on relevance of

this speech to the estimates committee report.
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Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr English): I am listening closely to the member. I will give her some
leeway, as I give all members. I give them a couple of minutes to make circular arguments. I am listening
closely to the member.

Ms NOLAN: This news story absolutely set the tone for Estimates Committee A. This was what
happened on the day of Estimates Committee A: the two leaders of the opposition did not cooperate—
hardly spoke to each other, looked embarrassed sitting next to one another. As a result, Estimates
Committee A only served to distract them from the main game of belting each other up. Estimates
Committee A was not about the Leader of the Opposition and the Leader of the Liberal Party touching up
the Premier or the Deputy Premier or the minister for public works and housing. It was about them belting
each other up and it was about the committee itself being simply a distraction from that which was the main
game.

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: If you could come back to the report, please.
Ms NOLAN: Certainly, Mr Deputy Speaker. That is the state of Queensland politics as it stands

today. Estimates Committee A proceeded very smoothly because the opposition was not interested.
Time expired. 
File name: nola2007_08_08_52.fm Page : 2 of 2


	Appropriation (Parliament) Bill and Appropriation Bill: Estimates Committee A
	Ms NOLAN (Ipswich-ALP) (11.41 am): Being the chair of Estimates Committee A is not the easiest gig in the world. It is a bit lik...
	I felt in that sense a little bit like Barry Gomersall when he was refereeing the Rugby League game in that while he fronted up ...
	The softening-up period is usually one side against the other. It is not usually one lot of forwards punching the other before t...
	The troubled state Coalition faces a bitter showdown as Nationals leader Jeff Seeney leads a charge to ditch Liberal leader Bruce Flegg.
	Mr Seeney has been warned by his own executive that the Coalition faces being dissolved if Dr Flegg remains leader.
	The ultimatum has come from the Nationals executive, sparking Mr Seeney to secretly ring Liberal MPs to warn them of Dr Flegg’s ‘intolerable’ position and his negative impact on the upcoming federal election.

	Dr FLEGG: I rise to a point of order. Mr Deputy Speaker, could I ask for your ruling on relevance of this speech to the estimates committee report.
	Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr English): I am listening closely to the member. I will give her some leeway, as I give all members. I give them a couple of minutes to make circular arguments. I am listening closely to the member.
	Ms NOLAN: This news story absolutely set the tone for Estimates Committee A. This was what happened on the day of Estimates Comm...
	Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: If you could come back to the report, please.
	Ms NOLAN: Certainly, Mr Deputy Speaker. That is the state of Queensland politics as it stands today. Estimates Committee A proceeded very smoothly because the opposition was not interested.
	Time expired.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


